
NET 2022 ABSTRACT – SKILLSFEST 

 

Section 1 – Main focus/theme of, or issues addressed by, the poster (maximum 100 words)  

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and placement pressures, Northumbria University has developed and 

created, a new programme of events ‘SkillsFest’, that will effectively prepare students for the skills 

required for progression to year 3 and can also be used to replace placement hours and support 

assessment of practice. In June 2022 second-year students in Adult, Mental Health, Learning Disability 

and Children’s nursing will undertake a 4-week simulated learning programme, which incorporates 

simulated activities of clinical practice skills, utilising Virtual Reality technologies to understand the 

anatomy, physiology and pathophysiology associated with these clinical skills, and making use of other 

technology-enhanced learning platforms. 

Section 2 – Research approaches and underlying evaluation (maximum 100 words)  

A realistic evaluation approach, which seeks to explore and examine the workings and benefits of 

interventions, will be applied to evaluate students’ and Practice Assessors’ perspectives of the 

‘SkillsFest’ programme and the use of simulated practice and technology-enhanced learning 

pedagogies to help inform practice assessment. An online survey will be sent to all students who were 

aligned to the respective programme and the data will be analysed during July/ August 22. Coding and 

initial thematic analysis will be completed independently and concurrently by the research team 

before being shared to triangulate results and increase rigour. 

Section 3 – Implications for healthcare education (maximum 100 words) 

Although data collection and anlaysis has not started it is anticipated that the data will lead to better 

understanding of how simulation can inform and contribute to placement assessment. It will also 

allow access to the views of students and practitioners and whether they see value in this programme 

to support practice assessmment and student learning. Additionally, useful information may emerge 

which will enable education providers to understand the key barriers to using simulated practices to 

support placement assessment and provide valuable insight into how simulated and technology-

enhanced practices can be integrated into future nursing programmes. 

  

 


